
2019—“Walk in the Light” 

HillSong Church, Church-Wide Emphasis 

Week 2 (1/13/19-1/19/19) 

 
“19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned 

to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 

child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel 

of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until 

she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus” (Matthew 1:19-20, 24-25). 

 

Opening Prayer (5-7 min) 

• Have each person in the group briefly share a time when it cost them 

something to obey God. Also share the benefit of obeying God. 

• Briefly hear groups concerns & prayer requests. This should not go on more 

than 5 minutes. 

• Pray for the concerns mentioned and pray this prayer: 

  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

  Shine Your divine light on us that we may see you 

  That we may live by your will 

  And that we may help people we know find their way to you. 

  AMEN 

 

Discussion (30-40 min) 

• Have a group member read the following: 

 

Obedience 

 In Joseph, the earthly father of Jesus, in John the Baptist, and in Jesus 

himself, we see examples of extreme obedience to the word of God. The word 

comes through the voice of an angel to Joseph (Matthew 1, 2), the anointing of 

John even before he was born (Luke 1:41), and Jesus following the direction of the 

Holy Spirit (Luke 4:1). Each man also knew the scriptures (Old Testament 

prophets) and lived by the word. As you go through this discussion, think about 

what you need to do and how you have to think in order to live obediently. 

 

• Have a group member read Matthew 1:18-25; 2:13-23 

o List each instance in which Joseph makes the decision to obey God. 

▪ In each case, why do you think obedience might have been 

difficult? 
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▪ What did Joseph give up in obeying God? 

▪ What did Joseph risk in obeying God? 

▪ How did Joseph’s life change when he made the decision to obey 

God? 

 

• Have a group member read Matthew 3:1-17 

o While some of the moments of John’s obedience are not as explicitly 

stated as in the case of Joseph, going through his story, what are 

examples we can cite that illustrate John’s obedience? 

▪ By answering the call of God and committing to life as a 

prophet/preacher, John gave up a “normal life.” What kind of 

things did John sacrifice in order to live obediently? 

▪ What did John risk by obeying God?  

(Hint, see Matthew 14:1-12) 

▪ What blessings did John experience as he obeyed God? 

 

• Have a group member read Luke 4:1-2; 22:41-46 

o Why was it so important for Jesus, God in human flesh, to model 

obedience? 

▪ What difficulties did Jesus face in his life because he made 

the decision to obey God the Father? 

o Jesus was obedient to the way of God when he was baptized (Matthew 

3:13-17), when he underwent the desert fasting and temptations from 

Satan, and when he allowed himself to be arrested. What do each of 

these examples teach us about obedience? 

 

• Have a group member read the following: 

 In the case of each of the examples in this study, Joseph, John, & Jesus, 

you’ve been asked to think about the challenges of obeying God. Obedience may 

seem straightforward: just read the Bible and do what it says. Life is rarely that 

simple. We are not going to be asked to be the earthly parent of the Son of God; 

we are not going to prophesy in the same way John the Baptist did. And not one of 

us will be the Savior world: that’s Jesus. Still, obedience presents challenges as we 

try to live faithfully in our own lives. 

 

• Envision your own life. 

o Identify the areas in your life where obeying God is hard for you. Be 

specific. 
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▪ In the situations or relationships or places you’ve identified, 

why is it hard to obey God there or in that particular 

circumstance? 

▪ What risks do you face if you obey God? 

▪ What do you lose by obeying God? 

o Ultimately, as Christians we believe obeying God is the best and only 

way to live, even with the sacrifices and challenges. You’ve noted 

those places in your life where obedience is very difficult and where 

you will lose something by obeying God. 

▪ Now, cite specific blessings you believe you will experience by 

obeying God. 

▪ Name ways your life will be happier because you chose to live 

obediently. 

 

• The story of faith is never just you and God, or me and God; the individual 

relationship of a single believer and God is part of the story, an important 

part. However, the way the individual’s faith is expressed in relationship to 

the church is just as much a part of the story. When you imagine your own 

life, make sure you think about yourself as part of a community of believers.  

o Think again of the obedience of Joseph, John, and Jesus. In each 

case, how did obedience have an effect on the community of faith? 

o How will your decision to be obedient to God in your life affect 

others? 

▪ How will your obedience affect the lives of your family, co-

workers, and closest friends? 

▪ What effect will your obedience have on the church? 

 

Living our Faith 

• (From last week) Cite Spiritual disciplines or practices you as an individual 

believer can commit to throughout 2019 to help you seek God in everyday 

life. 

 

• (From last week) Cite spiritual disciplines or practices we as a church body 

can do to help us be a community that is alert to God’s presence and activity 

among us and in the world. Share these response with Pastor Rob. 
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• (For this week): A spiritual practice: Name the places, circumstances, and 

relationships in your life in which is very hard for you to stay obedient to 

God. 

o Be specific as you pray. Acknowledge your weakness and ask God to 

help you stay faithful in these tempting circumstances. 

o Keep a written list of ways your life will be better by obeying God and 

living God’s way in these specific circumstances that tempt you to sin. 

You will add to this list throughout 2019. 

o Find a trusted prayer partner who will regularly pray for you and with 

you as you strive to live life obediently. 

o Commit to this discipline of prayer, reliance upon God, and obedience 

through 2019. 

 

• (For this week) Cite spiritual disciplines or practices we as a church body can 

do to help us encourage obedient living in our members. Share these 

responses with Pastor Rob. 

 

• (For this week) Cite spiritual disciplines or practices we as a church body can 

do to help be a community that collectively is obedient to the word and 

Spirit of God. Share these responses with Pastor Rob. 

 

Close in prayer 

 


